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There had, perhaps, been a time when to destroy the
prospect of a Catholic succession would have driven
the Catholics into rebellion. But that time had long
gone by, as every one knew, Elizabeth had only
two dangers now to fear, invasion and assassination,
the latter being the most threatening. There would
he little inducement to attempt it if Mary were not
alive to profit by it, Yet Elizabeth hesitated. The
explanation of her reluctance is very simple. She
flinched from the obloquy, the undeserved obloquy,
which she saw was in store for her. Careless to an
extraordinary degree about her personal danger, she
would have preferred, as far as she was herself con-
cerned, to let Mary live. It was her ministers and
the Protestant party who, for their own interest, were
forcing her to shed her cousin's blood; and it seemed
to her unfair that the undivided odium should fall,
as she foresaw it would fall, on her alone.

The suspense continued through December and
January. In the meantime it became abundantly
clear that no foreign court would interfere actively to
save Mary's life. While she had been growing old in
captivity, new interests had sprung up, fresh, schemes
had "been formed in which she had no place. She
stood in the way of half-a-dozen ambitions. Every-
body was weary of her and her wrongs and her
pretensions. The Pope had felt less interest of late
in a princess whose rights, if established, would pass
to a Protestant heir. Philip could not intercede
for her even if he had desired to save her life,
He was already at war with England, and, if she had
known it, not with any intention of supporting her